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Children, Teachers and Parents

as Researcher

School as a Place of Inquiry:























Created in the Divine Image

(B’tzelem Elohim)



Creating a dialogue with the child’s potential is the
essence of teaching. -- Carla Rinaldi, 2004
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For consideration:

What does it mean to us to say we (children, teachers,
parents) are created in the Divine image?

What do we believe about children, their capabilities and
how they learn and grow best?

How are we (and how are we not) creating a dialogue with
their potential?

If we believe children are researchers, what does this mean
for our role as educators?



constructing relationships
listening as the foundation

Listening as a process of
reflection, of openness
to ourselves and others

Listening as a way to
cultivate ideas, to
participate, to change…



Learning the process of documentation as a listening strategy

















Making learning visible in order to build relationships.



For consideration:

What supports us in listening fully?

When do we take time to reflect together, and share
thoughts, theories, ideas?

What strategies do we use in order to get to know children
better? And families?

Which types of documentation can become more
significant?

Which tools should we prepare?



An Environment that

• Shares who we are

• Reflects and supports inquiry

• Invites wonderment

• Creates a sense of belonging

















For consideration:

Who are we? What is our identity?

What next steps do we want to take to make our
environments more inviting, unique and reflective of our
values and our community?

What learning do we want to make visible?



Children and Adults as
Co-Learners and Researchers

Awakening

(Hit’orerut)



children as
researchers

We give
significance to the
constructive and

interpretative
potential of human

beings.















QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.























Documentation as a process of getting to know children and

sharing their learning strategies and building upon them



Creating questions
for collaborative
inquiry to support
observation,
documentation,
interpretation
and further
learning together



Toddler Investigation Project Questions

We generated questions together to support us in knowing better how children are developing a connection
with the new space, and how they are developing a sense of belonging.

1. In the new classroom, what attracts the children's attention and why?

2. How does the space influence the children's relationships with each other? What do they share with each
other?

3. What strategies do the children use in order to get to know their space?

4. Do the children bring things from home to help them feel more comfortable in the new space? What other
strategies do the children use in order to develop a sense of well-being?

5. What do the children notice about the new space? How do you know this?

6. What materials are the children drawn to? How do they use these materials? What do they chose to
ignore? How does this change over time?

7. How are the children responding differently now in the classroom compared to your 'old' classroom?

8. How does the furniture influence their behavior?

9. What are the children's impressions of the new space? How do you know this?

10. What are different children feeling during this new phase?

… there are many other questions that we could ask ourselves …

































For consideration:

How would we like to foster deeper inquiry,
reflection, amazement, wonder … and

awakening in our community?



Interpretation and Expression

D’risha





Thinking with our hands...…























































Documentation
Can be seen as visible listening; it

ensures listening and being listened
to.

Producing traces—to make visible
the ways we learn about each other.















Reflecting
together,

valuing

participation
and creating a

culture

of inquiry
and
dynamic
learning…



To support the daily life of research:

Image of the Child / Created in Divine Image

Relationships, Listening

Environment and Time

Children and Adults as Co-Researchers

Interpretation & Expression



School as a Place of Inquiry

thank you.


